Topic 11.1: Political Parties and What They Do

Name_____________________

Directions: On my website, open the textbook tab, then click the top button for Textbook. Go to Topic 11 (Elections), Lesson 1 (Parties and What They Do.) Watch the flipped video, then read text 1 & 2 to answer questions below.

1. Define Political Party (American version)-

A group of people who seek to control government by winning elections and holding public office.
2. What makes the two major American political parties different than the parties in many other areas of the world?

The American parties are election-oriented, rather that principle or issue-oriented. Much broader.

3a. The book says, “…political parties are essential to democratic government. They are a vital link between…” what 2 groups?

The people and the government.
b. Explain why this link so important to our political system.
1. Parties are the means by which the will of the people is made known to the government.
2. It is the way the government is held accountable to the people. 
4. Explain two ways parties in America tend to “blunt conflict”, and unify, rather than divide, the American people.
They tend to modify and encourage compromise among contending interests and groups.  
They also soften the impact of extremists at both ends of the spectrum.
5. What is the major function political parties play in our government?
Nominate candidates for public office (and work hard to get them elected). 
6. List the 3 ways parties inform and inspire their voters.
1. Campaign for their candidates.
2. Take stands on current issues.
3. Criticize opposing candidates and the issues they support. 
7a. What is the main goal of both the Republican and Democratic Parties? 

To win elections/hold public office.
7b. What two objectives do parties have when they shape their positions on issues?

· Attract as many voters as possible
· Try to offend as few voters as possible. 

8a. Define partisanship- Strong support of one’s party and their policy stances.
b. Explain two examples of how partisanship influences the organization and the running of our government.
· People often vote on the basis of party, so that often determines who gets elected. 

· Congress and state legislatures are organized along party lines. Heads of committees in congress are chosen by the party in power. 

· Most appointees are chosen along party lines. 

· Parties in control of state legislatures are responsible for redistricting of house districts, and gerrymandering favors their party. 
8a. What is the Party in Power?

The party that controls the executive branch- the President’s party.
b. What is the very important role the party out of power plays in our system of government. Explain why this is so important/valuable. 
They often serve as the watchdog of the party in power. They criticize it, and try to convince people to vote them out. This encourages the party in power to act properly and please the people in order to get re-elected. 
