rty “professionals,” those who run the party at the
fional, State, and local levels.

2. The party in government. This component
sudes the party's candidates and officeholders,
pee thousands of persons who run for or hold elective
“appointive offices in the executive, legislative, and
dicial branches at the federal, State, and local levels
ot 'govemment_

3. Thepartyintheealectorate. These arethemillions ol
cople who call themselves Republicans or Democrats,
4 who support the party and its candidates through
ick and thin. Many of them cast their votes on the
4aig of the party label, without regard to candidates
o issues in an election. Chservers sometimes criticize
s kind of voting behavior as thoughtless. Yet
: wing that a candidate is a Republican or Democrat
fen provides useful clues about where a candidate
ands on key issues.

mRAW CONCLUSIONS Why would voters cast their
ites based solely on a candidate’s party affiliation?

ELPS 1.F.4 Learn new words about political »» The two campaign signs in the yard of this home

ies from the text by using words you already know. demonstrate that even members of the same family can
smplete a graphic organizer to help define new words with have different opinions about which political candidate
ords you are already famiiar with. shouid be elected.

he Role of Political

18 clear from our history, and from the histories of other
Understand the origins of political parties eopleg as well, that pohtlcal parties are absolutely
in the Unitad States and analyze their major . _ sential to democratic government. They are a
functions. _ tal link between the pecple and their government,
Understand multiparty and one-party A political partyis a group of persons who sesk to contrel governme etween the governed and those who govern. Indeed,
systems and how they affect the functioning through the winning of elections and the helding of public offie ny observers argue that political parties are the
of a political system, and explain the two-party : neipal means by which the will of the people is
system of the United States. . . - T i = e v ] peop

. ‘ including the two major parties in American politics, the Republ iade known to government and by which government
Evaluate the role of minor parties that ) - S i
have been active in American politics, and and the Democrats. Another, more specific definition can be. U eld accountable to the people.
understand why they ars important despite the to describe most political parties, both here and abroad: a group of Parties serve the democratic ideal in another
fact that rone has aver wonthe presidency. perscns, joined together on the basis of certain common principies gnificant way: They work to blunt conflict; they are
Understand why the major parties have a who seek tc control government in order to secure the adoption. ower brokers.” Political parties geek to modify the
decentralized structure. certain public policies and programs. ontending views of various interests and groups,

This latter definition, with its emphasis on principles and policy Ncourage compromise, and so help to unify, rather

=» ey Terms positions, will net fit the two major parties in the United Stat 1an divide, the American people. They are very often
political party single-issue parties however. The Republican and Democratic parties are not prit cesshul in their attempts to soften the impact of

political spectrum economic protest principle- or issue-oriented. They are, instead, eIection—oriented._' Xtremists at both ends of the political spectrum, the

partisanship parties . : . . Tig iti i
1 e of .
single-member spiinter parties You can better understand our two major parties if you recogn i) pelitical views

districts ward that each of them is an organization made up of three separaté_ Again, parties are indispensable to democratic

»= Dbjectives

i ) . ; ) == The grassroots Tea Party movement, which gained
luradit recs ver '
plurailty pracinct closely related elements, three separate groups of party loyalists vernment and, so, to American government. That sational attention during the 2010 election campaign,

bipartisan G i N . . i _— .
P eorge Washington 1. The party organization. This element of the party include 2t 1s underscored by the several significant functions advocated lower taxes, less government, and reduction of

CONsensus Theodore Roosevalt ) o . : e
coalition Thomas Jefferson leaders, its other activists, and its many “hangers-on’—all thoge W ¥ perform.

ideological give their time, money, and skills to the party. In ghort, these are

the national debt.
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Mominating Candidates The major function of a
political party ig to nominate—name—candidates for
public office. That is, parties select candidates and
present them to the voters. Then the parties work to
help those nominees win elections.

In a functioning democracy, there must be some
way 1o find (choose and recruit) candidates for office.
There must also be some mechanism to gather support
for those candidates. Parties are the best device yet
found to do these jobs.

The norinating function is almost exclusively a
party function in the United States. It isthe one activity
that most clearly sets political parties apart from all of
the other groups that operate in the political process.

Informing and Activaling Supporiers Parties
inform the paople and inspire and activate their interest
and their participation in public affairs, including
encouraging changes on political issues. Other groups
algo perform this function—in particular, the news
media and interest groups.

Parties try to inform and inspire voters in several
ways. Mostly, they do so by campaigning for their
candidates, taking stands on current issues, and
criticizing cpposing candidates and the positions they
adopt.

== The stage for the 2012 Democratic National
Convention, with the theme Americans Coming
Together, exemplified the goal of such events: to create
enthusiasm for the party’s candidates.

Elections 532

How Political Parlies fnform People Each pap ‘(onsider thisimportant example: The Constitution's
tries to inform the people as it thinks they shouldy, mbersome system for choosing a President works
informed—that is, to its own advantage. It conduct; incipally because political parties reshaped it in its
“educational” efforts through pamphlets, signs, buttoy iliest years, and they have made it work ever since.
and stickers; advertisements In newspapers éin :
magazines and via radio, television, the Internet, 4y ¢ Walchdog Funclion Parties act as watchdogs
text messaging; at speeches, rallies, and conventigy ar the conduct of the public’s business. This is
and in a variety of other ways. articularly true of the party out of power. It plays
Remember, both parties want to win elections, én g tole as it criticizes the policies and behavior of
that consideration has much to do with the stands tlij party in power. In American politics, the party in
take on most issues. Both Republicans and Democr'é wer is the party that controls the executive branch of
try to shape positions that will attract as many Vo.té' government———the presidency at the national level or the
as posseible—and at the same time, offend ag few g g_cvernorship at the State leveal.
possible. In effect, the party out of power attempts to
E snvince the voters that they should "throw the rascals
The Bonding Agent Function In the business 4t that the “outs” should become the “ins" and the
world, a bond is an agreement that protects a persg ing"” the "outs.” The scrutiny and criticism by the "out”
or a company against loss caused by a third party: arty tends to make the “rascals” more careful of thelr
politics, a political party acts as a “bonding agent” uhlic charge and more responsive to the wishes and
ensure the good performance of its candidates ncerns of the people. In short, the party out of power
elected officeholders. ' ys the important role of “the loyal opposition—
In choosing its candidates, the party tries to mak posed to the party in power but loyal to the people
sure that they are men and women who are bg ind the nation. == A political party logo is a symbol that represents
qualified and of good character—ocr, at the least, t In one such case, when an individual from a party the entire party, The Republicans and Democrats have
they are not unqualified for the public 5fﬁces they See' 2t of power challenged a decision made by a party in :;i;rlét;i E}; :ilre;):iril;sand the donkey respectively to
The party also prompts its successful candidates to power in court, it backfired on the party out of power. '

perform well in office. The democratic process impos e case was Marbury v. Madison, and the court was
this bonding agent function on a party, whether he Supreme Court.

party really wants to perform it or not. If it fail In 1803, when Marbury questioned why his
assume the responsibility, hoth the party and. i presidential  eppointment  from  the  previous
candidates may suffer the consequencas of that faify dministration had not been upheld per Section 13 of
in future elections. b fe Judiciary Act of 1789, the Supreme Court declared

section 13 unconstitutional. However, this case of an

Demecratic Party

VIS

Republicam Party

important welfare function has long since been taken
over by a number of government programs put in place
in the twentisth century.

IDENTIFY CENTRAL ISSUES MHow do political

Governing In several respects, government in th ividual challenging an issue in court resulted in a parties help to unify the American people?

United States is government by party. For example, iige change for the Supreme Court. It established the
public officehclders—those who govern—are regul ower of judicial review for the Supreme Court. Learn new words about political parties from the

chosen on the basis of party. Congress and -t ‘ text by using words you already know. Complete a graphic
State legislatures are organized on party lines, an fitical Parties Help Make Demooracy Work  organizer to help define new words with words you are

they conduct much of their business on the bast gain, these functions performed by political parties  already famillar with.
partisanship—the strong support of their party an and, particularly, the two major parties, testify to the
its policy stands. Most appointments o executive portant rcle they play in making democracy work in ;
offices, at both the federal and State levels, are mads his country. You might well remember that point the  T'hya Tiarg-] @fty Syg'&e :
with an eye to party. Hoxt time a comedian on late-night television ridicules , _ _ i
, Two major parties, the Republicans and the Democrats, |
Cme candidate, party, or officehelder. . . . . . ;
. . e , i dominate American politics. That is to say, this country !
Political Parties Help the Government Bun Mor i There was a time when the parties played an even ‘ L '
s hiv] " " i de a basis roer ole in th ton's affai h hev d q has a two-party system. In a typical election in the
Wmooinly In vet another sense, parties provi ea' o ___g ole m. ¢ nation's affairs t an“t ay do today. United States, only the Republican or the Democratic
for the conduct of government. In the complica I example, in what has been called “the golden age P ) )
) . f o ) arty's candidates have a reasonable chance of
separation of powers arrangement, the executive and O parties,” from roughly the late nineteenth to the winning public office
islati i other Hid-t i izati . - X
1.eg151at1ve brapches must cqoperate Wlth ox?e an. Wentleth century,. pa?ty o.rgamzations opgrated It is true that in some States, and in many local
if government is to accomplish anything. It is polit 9% major welfare organizations in many places in the - £ th . . b
i hat regularly provide the channels throu United States. They regulardy helped newly arrived COmMURIHes, one of the two major parties may be
par.tles that reg y P = o ’ v red ¥ b Y i overwnelmingly dominant, winning election after
which these two branches are able to work togeth Immigrants and many others among the poor to obtain lecti And i d f ] . p
o . ) o vod . . ] . ) eclection. And 1t may do so lor & long time—as, ior
Political parties have also played a 1ole in the process 0od, housing, and jobs. Often they did this to win le the 1 ic P domi it
itutional change he support of these people at the polls. That once- example, the Democtesio Party dominated the politics
constitutional ¢ ge. - peop PoLs. of the South from the years after the Civil War into
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