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1a. Why were farmers, like Daniel Shays, so upset?
· The economy was failing and the farmers were losing their lands. That is not what they fought and died for in the revolution.  
b. What did Shays do, and why was it such a concern for the new country?
· Armed rebellion
· Government had no army or power to stop it. 
2a. List 2 reasons why the Clinton and Yates were against the new Constitution.
· Thought Constitution took Sovereignty away from the states and people
· Plot to take away Civil Liberties from people
· Too much power for national government. 
· Other states influencing laws New Yorkers had to follow. 
· Only small republics can protect people.  
b. Do you think their concerns are justified? Explain.
· History has shown everywhere that Authoritarian Governments abused people 
3. List 2 reasons why Alexander Hamilton said we needed the Constitution right away.
· To keep the 13 states together before the minor differences rip them apart. 
· Need common defense system to protect from enemies. 
· Economic system has collapsed need national intervention to fix economy. 
· Boarder disputes threaten nations future. 
4. Why was Judge Woodhull concerned about a national government. 
· Threatening to take his land and economic freedom. 
5. Why was Robert Livingston in favor of the Constitution.
· Local government too small to serve entire nation
· Local interests will undermine national goals. 
6. What were some of the arguments of the “everyday people” expressed on the Donahue Show?
· National Government will act like the British-A king in a far away land that taxes the people and gives to the rich. 
· Takes away regular people's freedom.  
7. What were the points made by the “wealthy people” on the Donahue Show?
· Nation has no credit can not pay debts. 
· Local governments tax others but do not pay taxes. 
8. What was the concern over the lack of a Bill of Rights?
· People's rights would be taken away. 
· Too much central power has led to abuse of power. 
9. What reasons did Livingston give for not needing a Bill of Rights?
· Can not list all freedoms and constitution does not take liberties away. 
10a. Mr. Smith felt the Constitution favored what kind of people?
· Rich and Powerful not the ordinary people. 
b. What was Hamilton’s reply?
· "Regular" Trades people (not educated and capable) have been running the government the last 10 years, we have big problems we need experienced leaders. 
11a. Why did Mr. Jay say it was important to ratify the Constitution now and amend later, rather than amend prior to ratification?
· Starting the whole process over would delay. ALSO, all states would need to ratify, not the 9 needed to amend. 
b. Why were others opposed to this idea?
· Giving up power and trusting others to give it back. Never happened in History.
· Difficult to Amend 3/4 of states needed. 
12. Why was it a concern to New York that Virginia has also ratified the Constitution without amendments?
· The 9 states needed to ratify had done so. New York could be left out if they did not join. The opposition had to give in. 
13. Why did opponents of the Constitution agree to ratify without the amendments?
· They said it would reserve the right to leave the Union if the Bill of Rights was not added. They would have been alienated if they did not join the Union. 
