An Introduction to Congress, Part I
Name________________________

Directions: Use your notes, as well as the sections listed below to help answer the following questions.

Chapter 10, section 1. (10-1)
1. How long does a term of congress last? _______________

2. What is the difference between a term and a session?

3a. When are special sessions of congress called, and who calls them?

b. Why is it less likely nowadays that a special session of congress will need to be called?

c. Though a president has not called a special session in over 60 years, what might be a reason he would threaten to call one?

4. Explain the theoretical reason the Framers created a bicameral legislature.

Chapter 10, section 2. (10-2)
5a. Why is it significant that members of The House of Representatives are up for re-election every two years?

b. What are some potential disadvantages to this system?
6a. Explain how seats in the House are reapportioned every 10 years.

b. What happened in Texas after the reapportionment in 2000?
c. What happened in Texas after the reapportionment in 2010? (you will need to look this up somewhere)

d. What happened in Ohio after 2010?
7a. What are off-year elections? 

b. When will the next one be? ________

c. What often happens to the party of the President during these elections? Why do you think this is?

d. Research to find out what happened in both midterm elections during Barack Obama’s presidency 
