An Introduction to Congress, Part II
Name_____________________

Chapter 10, Section 2 (10-2)
Reading is on my website in Legislative Branch folder> materials tab. Password is   gochaps
1a. Who creates the congressional districts in states that have more than one district?

b. Describe the 3 requirements the laws of 1842, 1872, and 1901 made concerning the drawing of districts.

2a. What is gerrymandering?
b. What is the main goal of gerrymandering?

c. Explain the two ways parties use gerrymandering to create “safe” districts?

d. What is the one thing states may not do when it comes to gerrymandering?

10-2 & 10-3
3a. List the age and citizenship requirements for both Representatives and Senators.


Reps






Senators


b. Why do you think the Framers made the Senatorial requirements stricter?

4. Explain at least two reasons why the Framers made Senatorial terms 6 years.
5. Why is the Senate referred to as a “continuous body”?

6. Why is it more likely that a President would be elected from the Senate than from the House?

10-4
7a. List the characteristics of the “average” member of congress.
Sex______
Race_____________
  Age____________
Occupation____________or_______________

Religion________________________    Marital Status ___________   Education __________________ 

Socio-economic status_________________________.

b. Is this an accurate cross section of the United States? ________ Why do you feel these people tend to get elected?

(Below is NOT part of homework. Save for class.)
Redistricting Activity- Each diagram below represents an identical mythical state. Each individual block represents a county of equal population that is either dominated by the Republican Party (R) or the Democratic Party (D). The state must be divided into 5 districts according to the rules set out by national law, and counties must remain whole. 
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If a non-partisan commission was established to create districts that 

were proportional to the state’s political party affiliation, what  

would be the ratio of Republican to Democratic districts?  

# of Republican ______
# of Democratic ______

Create those districts on the map to the right.   


Gerrymandering
Diagram (with thick outlines, and maybe shading) the maximum number of districts that each party could control if they had a majority in the State Legislature, and chose to engage in gerrymandering.

      Republican Control



   Democratic Control
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# of Republican ______



# of Republican ______


# of Democratic ______



# of Democratic ______
