Anatomy of a Constitution
Name______________
Directions: Turn to page 86 of the textbook to see the Preamble.
The Preamble
1. Nearly all constitutions have an introduction, often called a Preamble. Read the preamble at the start of the U.S. Constitution. What is the purpose of this preamble?

2. Who does the preamble name as the source of our government’s authority?

3. The preamble lists 6 things the constitution will set out to do. List each of the 6 things in the original words from the preamble, then next to those words, explain what that means in your own words.


Original Language



Your Words

a. ___________________________________-

b. ___________________________________-

c. ___________________________________-

d. ___________________________________-

e. ___________________________________-

f.____________________________________-

Framework of the Government: The Constitution begins on page 740.
The text of the Constitution spells out the basic framework for our government. It separates each major portion into “chapters” called Articles. Smaller parts, like “paragraphs”, are called Sections. Use your copy of the Constitution to list the purpose of each article.
Article I: _____________________- Called_______________. 2 houses: ___________ & _________________________
What is this branches main function?
Article II: _____________________- led by ____________________. This branches main function: 
Article III: _____________________- Top group called __________________. This branches main function:
Article IV: ___________________________- What is the purpose of Article IV, Section 1?

Article V: _____________________- What is the purpose of this article?

Article VI, Section 2 : ________________________- What is the purpose of this section?

Article VII: _____________________- What is the purpose of this article and how many states needed to do it?
Which article is the largest? ______________ Why do you think the Founders put this article first and made it the biggest? Explain.

The Six Basic Principles of the Constitution

Search the internet to find the “The Six Basic Principles of the Constitution”, then list and explain each basic principle.
1.___________________________:

2.___________________________:

3.___________________________:

4.___________________________:

5.___________________________:

6.___________________________:

