Anatomy of a Constitution
Name____Key______
Directions: Turn to page 86 of the textbook to see the Preamble.
The Preamble
1. Nearly all constitutions have an introduction, often called a Preamble. Read the preamble at the start of the U.S. Constitution. What is the purpose of this preamble?

To Explain that the people will set up a constitution to serve the good of the Nation.  
2. Who does the preamble name as the source of our government’s authority?

We The People of the United States
3. The preamble lists 6 things the constitution will set out to do. List each of the 6 things in the original words from the preamble, then next to those words, explain what that means in your own words.


Original Language



Your Words

a. Form a More Perfect Union- 


To Make a stronger, unified nation
b. Establish Justice-



Ensure Justice and Fairness for the People
      c.  Domestic Tranquility -



Promote Peace in the Nation
d. Provide for the Common Defense-
Defend  the Entire nation against those who might attack or harm
    e. Promote General Welfare-


Do what is in the common good of the people
   f. Secure the blessings of liberty for               
 Promote Freedom for ourselves and future generations
      ourselves and posterity
Framework of the Government: The Constitution begins on page 740.
The text of the Constitution spells out the basic framework for our government. It separates each major portion into “chapters” called Articles. Smaller parts, like “paragraphs”, are called Sections. Use your copy of the Constitution to list the purpose of each article.
Article I: _Legislative Branch___- Called  Congress. 2 houses: _Senate_ & House of Representatives
This branches main function? The make the laws.
Give one specific example of this function (note, you will use this example in the next 2 questions.) 

Congress makes a law that it is illegal to manufacture and distribute illegal narcotics. Or carry out a terrorist act.

Congress passed the Affordable Care Act, or expanded the size of the military. 
Article II: Executive Branch - led by President  . This branches main function: To carry out and/or enforce the laws

Using the same law from Article I, provide one example of this function. 

The FBI investigates and arrests a terrorist cell. The DEA busts a meth lab. 

Health and Human Services dept. signs people of for the health care exchanges, educates people on options.
Article III: Judicial Branch - Top group called The Supreme Court. This branches main function: To apply/interpret laws.
Using the same law from Article I & II, provide one example of this function. 

Federal court has a trial for suspected terrorists or drug dealer. 

The Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of the ACA.
Article IV: Relations among States-  
What is the purpose of Article IV, Section 1?  








States must recognize validity of other states Laws
Diplomas, driver’s license. Marriages. This is why same sex marriage was an issue before the Supreme Court ruling.
Article V: Amendments   What is the purpose of this article?  Tells how the Constitution can be changed








-2/3 of each house of congress can propose, but…








-3/4 of the states must ratify. 








Only the people/states can amend the constitution. 
Article VI, Section 2 : National Supremacy - What is the purpose of this section? 








Laws of U.S. are Supreme over all State Laws
Article VII: Ratification- What is the purpose of this article? 


Explains  how the constitution will be ratified, or  passed, by the states. 9 of 12 states needed. 
Which article is the largest? Article I . Why do you think the Founders put this article first and made it the biggest? Explain.
  Legislature was most important branch, and would do the most.  Thought it would dominate the government. It also was the true voice of the people.  
