Rules & Procedures
AP Government & Politics- Westlake High School
OBJECTIVES:

Challenge students to THINK   *   Encourage students to analyze and question   *   Inspire students to make a difference   *   Engage students in effective oral and written communication   *   Produce educated voters   *   Prepare students for the AP Exam

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:

1. Be prompt and seated when the bell rings

2. Come prepared every day
3. Be considerate of each other and respect the rights, opinions, and property of others

4. Comply with all school rules

5.     Adhere to the WHS Honor Code
CLASS PROCEDURES:
IPAD

Students need to bring their CHARGED IPAD every day.  The IPAD will be used as an educational tool only; students will need to access my teacher website.  It is the student's responsibility to check my teacher website, DAILY, to stay current.
UNIT CALENDAR

At the beginning of each Unit, students will have access to a Unit calendar with assignments, test dates, etc.  Each Unit calendar serves as a scheduled outline for the course; students are responsible for updating/maintaining each Unit calendar.  Students should have completed all readings/assignments by the date designated on the Unit calendar.  There will be NO SURPRISES in this course.  In the event of a date change, students will be notified in advance or accommodations will be made to benefit the students.
UNIT MAP 
At the beginning of each Unit, students will have access to a Unit Map.  The purpose of the Unit Map is to help focus students on the important material that will be assessed within each Unit.  The Unit Map is broken down into Knowledge, Comprehension, and Linkage targets.  Completing the Unit Map will, not only, help students with the multiple choice tests, but it will provide writing prompts, for students, in preparation for the Free Response Writing (FRW) Tests.
ASSIGNMENTS

Throughout the course, students will be required to participate in and complete a variety of assignments.  Assignments including, but not limited to, readings, free response writing and scoring, data analysis, current events, and group work. 
· Readings: In order for a student to be successful in a college level course of this type, it is essential that students maximize their time and complete all assigned readings prior to class discussion. The readings, as well as lecture/class discussions, will figure prominently in assignments, quizzes, and exams throughout the semester.  The readings will be substantial, but not overly burdensome.
· Free response writing and scoring: The AP exam has an important writing component so students will learn how to write a quality free response, learn how to critically score free response essays and practice their writing.
· Data analysis:  Students will analyze charts, graphs, statistics, and primary source material.  In addition, they will study trends and track political changes over time.  Students will respond to a series of questions, necessitating their interpretation and application of this data.
· Current Events:  Knowledge of Contemporary political events is essential for the analytical focus that must be exhibited in a student’s work product. It is highly recommended that students expose themselves to as many political types of media as possible.
· Group work:  For some assignments and projects, students will be placed in groups. Collaborating and establishing good rapport within the group is a key to success in the class and will help students to manage the requirements of the course.
When completing assignments, always read and follow directions carefully.  As soon to be high school graduates, students need to pay particular attention to their work product.  Details matter!  I expect all AP Government students to take ownership of their academic progress and BE PROACTIVE.  Collaboration and peer tutoring are encouraged; HOWEVER, the WHS Honor Code will be strictly followed. 

HOMEWORK

All homework is due at the beginning of the class period.  Students will only receive full credit for work turned in ON TIME.  Assignments turned in late are only eligible to receive a maximum grade of a 70.  Projects are due on the DUE DATE assigned.  Students are given an extended period of time to complete projects, therefore, all projects are due on the same due date to ensure that no student or group receives an unfair advantage.  Any student absent, on the project due date, much ensure that their project or portion of the project is turned in ON TIME.  

TESTS
Exams will closely resemble the national test. The format will consist of multiple choice, free response writing, and/or data analysis tests. With AP assessments, it is important that students READ the entire question before selecting the BEST answer and, for the free response writing portion, answer the question being asked.  Tests will be given at the end of each unit.  Tests are announced in advance, as indicated on the unit calendar, and the expectation is that the student will be ready to take the test on the assigned day.
GRADING

Refer to the AP Government Course Syllabus 

MAKE-UP WORK
Daily attendance is critical to your success in this course.  In the event of an absence, communication is essential.  Students have 1 day for everyday they are absent to complete make-up work.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to obtain and complete all make-up work in a timely fashion.  Students will receive a zero, for any daily/test grade, they fail to complete. 
TUTORIALS

Upperclassman schedules vary so tutorials are most beneficial when scheduled by appointment.  I will gladly make myself available to ensure student success.  Communication is key!  
AP EXAM

All students are strongly encouraged to take the AP Exam Tuesday May 13, 2014.  This is a rigorous course, and upon completion of the course, you have the opportunity to earn college credit!  An AP Exam Review will be offered, prior to the AP Exam, as a refresher.
