AP Government & Politics








Ch. 16
	Learning Targets

	Knowledge

Targets

“What I need to know!”
	· I know the definition of these terms and how they relate to Ch. 16: The Federal Courts
standing to sue
class action suits
amicus curiae briefs
senatorial courtesy
stare decisis
original intent
judicial restraint
judicial activism
writ of certiorari
briefs
oral arguments
"rule of 4"
judicial review
Article III
Chief Justice
Associate Justice

"beyond a reasonable doubt"

"a preponderance of the evidence"
Brown vs. Board of Education

Marbury vs. Madison

Plessy vs. Ferguson
Solicitor General
precedence
· I can describe the job of the judicial branch of government.
· I can identify the 9 members of the U.S Supreme Court.

· I can describe the difference between a civil and criminal case.
· I can describe the parties involved in a civil and criminal case.

· I can identify the Chief Justice of the U.S Supreme Court.
· I can describe how members of the court are selected.
· I can describe the length of a term a member serves on the court.

· I can distinguish between a majority opinion, concurring opinion, and a dissenting opinion.
· I can describe how cases reach the U.S Supreme Court.
· I can describe how the concept of judicial review relates to the principle of checks and balances.

· I can distinguish between original and appellate jurisdiction.

· In a 5-4 decision, I can explain what the 5 represents.

· I can identify the 1st female Justice who served on the court.

· I can explain the significance of a precedent setting case and provide examples of such cases.

· I can explain what it means for a law to be declared unconstitutional.

· I can describe the process of voir dire.

	Reasoning

Targets

“What I can do with 

what I know.”


	· I can explain how U.S Supreme Court cases support civil liberties provided for in the Bill of Rights.
· I can explain how U.S Supreme Court cases support civil rights provided for in the Constitution.

	Free Response

Writing (FRW)

	1.  The judicial branch is often assumed to be insulated from politics. However, politics 

      affects many aspects of the judiciary.

     (a) Describe two political factors that affect presidents’ decisions to appoint   

          members of the federal judiciary.

 (b) Identify two political factors that affect the confirmation process of a president’s 

          nominees and explain how each factor complicates a confirmation.

   (c) Explain how one legislative power serves as a check on court decisions.

   (d) Explain how one executive power serves as a check on court decisions.

2. The United States Supreme Court receives many appeals, but it hears and rules on a 

     small percentage of cases each year. Numerous factors influence the actions of the 

     Court, both in deciding to hear a case and in the decisions it hands down.

     a) Define judicial review.

     b) Explain how judicial review empowers the Supreme Court within the system of  

         checks and balances.

     c) Describe the process through which the Court grants a writ of certiorari.

     d) Explain how each of the following influences decisions made by individual 

          justices when deciding cases heard by the Court.

             • Stare decisis

             • Judicial activism
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