
AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Westlake High School
TEXT
Edwards, Wattenberg, Lineberry, Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, 10th Ed., New York: Pearson, Longman, 2002.
READER
Woll, Peter,  American Government: Reading and Case, 15th Ed., New York: Pearson, Longman, 2004.
WEBSITE
apcental.collegeboard.com

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION & EXPECTATIONS
Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  This one-semester course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. Politics and the analysis of specific contemporary examples.  It also requires students to familiarize themselves with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute our political system.  The major topics to be examined are:
· Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

· Institutions of National Government

· Political  Beliefs and Behaviors

· Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

· Public Policy

· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Because this course is the equivalent of a college course and in order for students to perform well on the AP National Exam, students must meet the high expectations for the course and share the responsibility for mastery of the course objectives. This involves the careful reading of the textbook and reader, class participation, cooperation and collaboration with peers, organization and time management skills as well as the knowledge and application of current examples of contemporary America politics.   

READING
The text is designed for college and university students.  In order to be successful in a course of this type, students need to maximize their time, through proper organization and time management skills to complete all assigned reading PRIOR to the start of class.  The required reading, along with class discussion, will figure prominently in the formal evaluation.  In addition to the survey text, students will be required to read portions of the supplemental reader and other assigned readings.
SKILLS AND ABILITIES
The following is from the College Board’s Course Description Guide and constitutes the core objectives of the AP Government and Politics Course:
· Knowledge of facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to U.S. politics and government

· Understanding of typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences

· Analysis and interpretation of data and relationships in U.S. politics and government

· Written analysis and interpretation of the subject matter of U.S. politics and government
DAILY GRADE: 
The following may be included under the Daily Work grading category and constitutes 20% of the grade.
· Current Events activities
· Textbook chapter reading quizzes and/or supplemental reading quizzes
· Formative check for understanding quizzes
· Data Analysis

· Assigned group and individual activities
· Class participation
TEST GRADE: 
The following may be included under the Exam grading category and constitutes 80% of the grade.
· Unit Tests consisting of multiple choice, modeled after the AP National Exam
· Free-Response Writing
· Major Group Projects 
AP NATIONAL EXAMINATION
Review sessions will be available for students to aid in their preparation for the National Exam on Tuesday May 13, 2014 (morning).  The table below explains the exam format:
	Time Allotment
	# of Questions
	Question Type

	45 minutes
	60
	Multiple Choice

	100 minutes
	4
	Free-Response


COURSE SYLLABUS & READINGS
Unit I: INTRODUCTION TO GOVERNMENT IN AMERICA

What is the purpose of government and politics?  How should we govern?  What is the policymaking system, who are the players, and what influences the policies adopted by the government?
Required Reading: 

Text- Chapter 1
Unit II: CONSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS AND UNDERPINNINGS

What was the Founders’ view of the purpose of government and the role of the citizen in the America Republic?  Are these views still relevant today?  How did the Constitution come about and how are the principles applied to governing?  Why did the Anti-Federalists fear federalism?  What is the role and relationship between federal, state and local governments?

Required Reading:


Text- Chapter 2 & 3
· “Federalist 10, 39, 47, 48, and 51” by James Madison

Unit III: CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES
What is the difference between civil rights and civil liberties?  What is the role of the courts in civil liberties and rights?  What are the fundamental liberties that have been incorporated by the Supreme Court?  How have Congress and the President expanded civil rights protections?  How do interest groups use the courts to accomplish their goals?  How do precedent setting cases impact our everyday lives?

Required Reading:

Text- Chapters 4 & 5

Supreme Court Cases

Unit IV: CONGRESS

What is the structure of Congress?  How does that structure affect the ability of Congress to make public policy?  Compare the powers and influence of Congress on domestic policy versus foreign policy.  How does Congress represent and reflect the interest and desires of the nation?  Compare and contrast the makeup and operations of the House and Senate.  What role do committees play in complicating the legislative process?  How does Congress exercise power?  How has Congress’s role in policy formulation changed over time in relation to the other branches?

Required Reading:
Text- Chapter 12

Woll, p. 383, “If….How come we love our Congressman…” by Richard Fenno
· Data Analysis

Unit V: SOCIALIZATION, PARTIES & INTEREST GROUPS

How do we come by our political beliefs?  What are the sources of public opinion?  What is “political culture,” and is there a unique American political culture?  What is the “political spectrum?”  How do these political beliefs define who we are as citizens?  Who votes and why?  What is the difference between a Democrat and a Republican?  What is the role of minor parties?  Compare political parties and interest groups.  How do political parties and interest groups influence government decisions and policy making?
Required Reading:
Text- Chapter 6, 8, & 11

· Iron Triangles

· Data Analysis including trends and changes over time

Unit VI: CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, AND THE MEDIA

How are candidates selected to run for office?  How do candidates get elected?  What role is played by party organizations, PAC’s, and money, generally, in campaigns?  What role does the Electoral College play and how has it evolved over the years?  What role do the media play in elections and shaping public opinion?  How does public opinion affect elections and the policy making process?  How have voting trends affected the electoral process?  

Required Reading:
Text- Chapters 9, 10 & 7

· Data Analysis
· Running for office Project
Unit VII: THE PRESIDENCY, POLICYMAKING, AND THE BUREAUCRACY

What are the formal and informal powers of the presidency?  How does the president use these powers to influence policy and the policy making process?  Compare the powers of the president to those of the legislative and judicial branches and how these powers have evolved over time.  Compare the influence of the President on domestic policy versus foreign policy.  What role does the president play in the budget making process?  What is the relationship between the president and the bureaucracy?  What role does the bureaucracy play in the policy making process?  

Required Reading:
Text- Chapters 13, 14, & 15
· Powers of the Presidency Project
· Budget Hero 
Unit VIII: THE JUDICIARY

How is the Judiciary structured?  What role do the courts play in interpreting the Constitution and implementing public policy?  How independent is the Court?  How do cases get to the Supreme Court and what is the process used by the Supreme Court in deciding cases?  What is the evolving relationship between the courts and other federal policy makers?  

Required Reading:
Text- Chapter 16 
