Bill of Rights
Name______________________

Directions: You are a judge on a court of appeals charged with determining the constitutionality of the following cases. Read each case and decide if it violates the Bill of Rights. Write the number of the Amendment that applies, AND the phrase from the amendment that justifies your decision.

1. The newspaper has discovered that President Trumo has been selling ambassador appointments for $100,000. The paper wants to publish the story, but the C.I.A. has told them they cannot because it would embarrass the president and the nation in front of the world. The paper claims this violates their rights.

Yes
1st Amendment 

Freedom of the Press
2. Coach Riley is arrested for stealing a car and spends two years in jail waiting for her trial to begin. Coach Riley claims this violates her rights.

Yes
6th Amendment

Right to a speedy trial.
3. A woman who lives in a high crime area keeps a handgun in her nightstand. One night a burglar breaks in her bedroom window and attacks her. She shoots and kills him. The woman is convicted have having a loaded gun with the intent to kill. She claims this violates her rights.

Yes
2nd Amendment

Right to Bear Arms
4. The police come to the house of a suspected drug dealer with a warrant for his arrest. When he steps onto the porch, he is arrested and read his rights. The police then search his house and find 3 pounds of cocaine. The prosecutor uses this evidence to prove the man was a drug dealer. The man claims his rights have been violated. 
Yes
4th Amendment

Separate warrant needed to search. This warrant was only for arrest.
5. During a senior prank, an idiot senior throws an egg at Mr. Casey and ruins his $500 camel’s hair coat. Mr. Casey sues for the price of the coat and is granted a jury trial over the objection of the student, who wanted a judge to decide. The student claims this violates his rights.

No
7th Amendment

Amount sought is over $20
6. Congress passes a law making 21 the minimum age to get married. Several couples sue, claiming Congress has overstepped its responsibilities.
Yes
10th Amendment
That power is reserved for the states.
7. Following a devastating hurricane, the National Guard takes over several homes in Galveston to use as command centers and to house troops involved in the clean-up effort. The homeowners claim this violates their rights. 

Yes
3rd Amendment

It is still peacetime, no war. 
8. A woman on trial for murder is called by the prosecutor to testify about what kind of gun she used to kill her husband. She refuses to take the stand because she does not want to admit her guilt, but the judge forces her to testify. After being convicted, she appeals, claiming her rights were violated. 

Yes
5th Amendment

Don't have to testify against yourself.
9. Coach O’Harra is arrested for barefoot waterskiing through a no-wake zone. The judge lectures Coach O’Harra about safe boating, then sentences him to 10 years in prison where he is forced to watch American Idol 18 hours a day. Coach O’Harra claims this violates his rights.
Yes
8th Amendment

Cruel and unusual punishment 
