AP Government & Politics

Chapter 14 & 15 Questions

CH. 14: Congress, the President, and the Budget
1.    Describe how the federal government generates revenue?
2.    Distinguish between debt and deficits.

3.    Distinguish mandatory from discretionary spending and provide examples of both.

       
4.    Describe the effect of mandatory spending on the overall federal budget.
       
5.    Describe how the President and Congress impact discretionary spending.
       
6.    Explain why Medicare and Social Security are considered entitlements and how each is considered an 

              
       “uncontrollable expenditure.”

        
7.    Explain where tax appropriations originate.

        
8.    Identify the tax committee for the House and the Senate. 

        
9.    Define fiscal policy

10.  Define monetary policy.
        
11.  Describe how the executive and legislative branches affect fiscal policy.
        
12.  Explain how the executive and legislative branches affect monetary policy.
        
13.  Describe the role of the Federal Reserve Board.
        
14.  Explain two reasons why the Federal Reserve Board is given independence in establishing monetary 
                     policy.

Chapter 15 questions on back. 
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CH. 15: The Federal Bureaucracy
1.   Describe the role of the bureaucracy

2.   Describe how the federal bureaucracy is organized.
3.   Distinguish between civil service and patronage. 
4.   Describe one key characteristic of the merit system.

5.   Describe the role of the bureaucracy in the policy making process.
6.   Describe the pros and cons of Standard Operating Procedures (SOP's) in the bureaucracy. 
7.   Describe how the structure of the bureaucracy contributes to bureaucratic independence.

8.   Describe how the complexity of public policy problems contributes to bureaucratic independence. 

9.   Describe the players in an iron triangle and explain how an iron triangle differs from an issue network.
10. Explain one constitutional provision Congress, The courts, and interest groups use to check the 

      bureaucracy.

11.   Explain the significance of an executive order.
12.   Describe how the President tries to control the bureaucracy and how Congress tries to control the 
        bureaucracy.
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