Constitution Study Guide

Name___________________

Things to study for this unit.

· Why do we Need Government? H.O. from We the People.

· What is Republican Government H.O. from We the People.
· Fill in blank notes about the U.S. Constitution.

· Anatomy of a Constitution H.O.

· Relationship Between the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution H.O.
· Constitutional Convention H.O.
· Checks and Balances H.O.

· Federalism Notes, & Federalism Learning Stations activity.
· Who Should Have the Power and Is It Permitted H.O. on Federalism.

· Federalists vs. Anti-federalists reading and Learning stations activity.
· Empire of Reason Video guide.
· Bill of Rights H.O. and cases.

Notice: Not all questions are on this study guide. You will need to read and study all the items above to be fully prepared!
1a. List the Natural Rights. What makes them “natural”? Who came up with this idea?
b. According to Locke, what is the main purpose of government? What might happen if government is given too much power to do this?

2. What is a State of Nature? What is the main concern about a State of Nature?

3. Explain the idea of the Social Contract?

4. What constitutes a Republican Government?
5. What is Civic Virtue?

6a. What is the rationale for Separation of Powers? Who came up with this idea?

b. Explain how he said the powers should be separated, and what each branch does.

c. Explain the idea of Checks and Balances. 

7a. What was the main problem with the Articles of Confederation? 

b. Why were the Articles originally set up that way?

c. What did the Founding Fathers believe was necessary to fix the problems of the Articles? Why?

c. What did the Founders believe was required to control the answer in ‘c’? _________________________

8. What is a Constitution?
9. What is the purpose of the Preamble? Who is listed as the source of our government’s authority?

10a. Explain the situation concerning representation in the congress at the Constitutional Convention. Use the NJ and VA plans in your answer.

b. What was the Great Compromise (the real one)?

11. Below each branch of our government, list at least 1 check it has on each of the other two branches (2 checks total).

Legislative



Executive



Judicial
12a. What is Federalism? Why did the Founders feel it was important?

b. Explain two advantages Federalism.

13. What are Delegated powers? Give at least 3 examples.

14. What are Reserved powers? Give at least 3 examples.

15. What are Concurrent powers? Give at least 3 examples.

16. List two powers that are Denied to either level of government.

17a. Who were the Federalists (what did they support and why)?
b. Who were the Anti-federalists (what did they support and why)?

18. Why was ratification of the Constitution such a struggle in some states? Explain. 

19a. What is The Bill of Rights? 

b. Why did many feel it was so critical to add to the Constitution?

c. Be sure you know the major rights protected in the Bill of Rights, and be able to apply these to situations.
20. You will need to use the Constitution to find out how the Founders solved concerns listed in the Declaration of Independence.
