Constitution Unit Map
	Topic
	Learning Targets
	People
	Academic Vocabulary

	Principles of Government


	· I can describe the Natural Rights, and the purpose of government in a democracy/republic.
· I can describe the state of nature, and how government develops naturally.
· I can explain the Social Contract and describe the role of the people and the government.
· I can explain what a republican government is, and the role civic virtue plays in a republic.
· I can explain what constitutional government is.
· I can explain the concepts of separation of powers, three branches, and checks and balances. 
	· John Locke

· Montesquieu

· Thomas Jefferson

	· Natural Rights

· State of Nature

· Social Contract Theory

· Limited government
· Republic

· representative government

· The Enlightenment

· Separation of Powers

· Checks and Balances



	Topic
	Learning Targets
	
	Academic Vocabulary

	The Constitution

	· I can describe the injustices suffered by the colonists under British rule, and how they influenced the Declaration of Independence. 
· I can explain why the founders established the Articles of Confederation.

· I can identify and describe weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, and how those weaknesses led to the need for stronger central government.

· I can explain the Framers’ fear of central government, and how that led to the Constitution.

· I can explain the goals set forth in The Preamble.

· I can explain the six basic principles of the Constitution.

· I can explain the relationship between the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.

· I can use the Constitution to explain how the Framers limited governmental power.

· I can explain the conflict over representation at the Constitutional Convention, as well as the Great Compromise.

· I can list and describe the purpose of each branch of government.

· I can list checks that each branch has over the other branches of government.

· I can describe the concept of federalism, and identify delegated, reserved, concurrent, and denied powers.
· I can describe the parties involved in the ratification effort, and the concerns over the new constitution.

· I can identify and apply the Bill of Rights and the significance of the addition of the Bill of Rights in the ratification of the Constitution
· I can describe the steps involved in formally amending the Constitution

	· George Washington

· Alexander Hamilton
· John Adams
· James Madison
· Roger Sherman
	· Declaration of Independence
· American Revolution

· Articles of Confederation

· Constitution

· Popular sovereignty

· Judicial Review

· Federalism
· Preamble

· Legislative branch

· Executive branch

· Judicial branch
· The Great Compromise

· bicameral
· Senate

· House of Representatives

· Delegated Powers

· Reserved Powers

· Concurrent Powers

· Denied Powers
· Federalists/Anti-Federalists

· Ratification

· Amendment

· Bill of Rights


