Gideon v. Wainwright
Name_______________________

1. Who was Clarence Gideon? For what crime was he arrested and charged?
A poor elderly drifter in Florida. Burglary. 
2a. What had Gideon requested at his trial, but been denied?

A court appointed attorney
b. At that time, what was the only situation in which the State of Florida would provide this?

A capital case, like murder. 
3. What evidence was used against him at his trial? What in his history also worked against him?

Eyewitnesses saw him around the pool hall.
Taxi Driver picked him up around that time. Gideon said if anyone asked, he hadn’t seen him.
His pockets were bulging with coins.
Prior incarcerations- 3 for burglary, 1 possession of government property. These influenced his sentence of the maximum- 5 years in prison. 

4. If you were on the jury, how would you have voted?   Guilty
Not Guilty

5. What two Constitutional Rights did Gideon claim Florida had violated? (# and concept).

6th Amendment Right to Counsel 
14th Amendment Right to Due Process- to be treated fairly. 
6. According to Abe Fortas, why is it considered so important to extend the right to counsel to all criminal cases?
No man, no matter his intelligence, can adequately defend himself. He is competing against a professional who knows all the rules and tricks, and there is very little chance he can win. This puts the poor at an inherent disadvantage. 
7a. Florida argued that ruling in favor of Gideon might have what negative result all over the county?

Thousands of criminals might be released into society. 
b. Why did Abe Fortas say this argument is invalid?

Those who are wrongly in prison deserve justice, no matter the impact on society. 
8. What part did the 14th Amendment play in the Supreme Court’s ruling?

The 14th Amendment says the Bill of Rights also applies to the State Governments. 
9. What happened at Gideon’s second trial? Explain what his attorney did prove Gideon’s innocence.

Proved the key eyewitness lied to cover up his own crime.
Proved Gideon had keys to the pool room and didn’t need to break in.

Showed he had a valid reason for having a bunch of coins in his pocket. 
10. The Gideon v. Wainwright decision supports what basic principle of the American legal system?
Equal Justice for the poor.
