HOW TO WRITE THE PERFECT AP GOVERNMENT FREE RESPONSE
When you get the AP EXAM:  

· Read all four free response questions.  Answer the easiest ones first.  
· Plan before you write. 

· DO NOT write an introduction or use A, B, C…labels.
· Construct your answer in paragraph form following the format of the question and write your answer using complete sentences.
· Restate the question as a lead-in to your answer.

· Read the question very carefully and answer ALL parts of the question.  
· Know your FRQ Verbs so you can answer the question appropriately.
What does the question ask you to do?
"Low Hurdle" FRQ Verbs 

             identify, name, define, list, enumerate

Write an itemized series of concise statements (i.e, concepts, events, laws) without 
          explanation.  Include examples. 

"Medium Hurdle" FRQ Verbs 

            describe, discuss, compare, contrast, apply, give examples

           Give a detailed account. Make a picture with words. Include characteristics, qualities, and 

          parts. 

          compare- show the similarities (and sometimes the differences) between two or more 

                          things.

          contrast- show the differences between two or more things.
"High Hurdle" FRQ Verbs 

           explain, analyze, evaluate
          Make an idea/concept/process/relationship clear. Show the logical relationship between 

           components of the question. Provide reasons for an event or series of events.  Provide 

          supporting evidence/data (examples, statistics, advantages/disadvantages).  

           **Requires explicit linkage (implying a linkage is not sufficient) between what is being                    

              explained and how or why it exists, happens, or whatever the question spells out. 

Questions with Tables, Charts, or Graphs:

Usually, ONE of the FRQ’s includes a table, chart, or graph.  A student may be expected to interpret and analyze the material and draw logical conclusions, from such data, in relation to general concepts or relationships in politics.  Your answer should include the ACTUAL DATA represented in the table, chart, or graph.  

Question wrap-up.

Review the question and review your answer. 
**Make sure you have answered all parts of the question.
Additional Help
· DO NOT editorialize or use partisan language.  AP questions will not ask for your opinion.  
· DO NOT write a historical narrative.  Focus on the question that is asked.  Do not get side tracked.

