Leadership in Congress
Name____________________

Directions: Use the sections listed below to find answers and information for the questions in each section. Questions with an asterisk (*) will require an online search to find the answer. Use House.gov and Senate.gov 
Topic 4.5: Begin reading at “The Presiding Officers.”
1. Speaker of the House.
a. What is the position?

Presiding officer of the House.
*b. Who is the current Speaker of the House? Nancy Pelosi
c. How does the Speaker get chosen (who gets the position)?

All members of the House vote, so the leader of the majority party wins the position.
d. List the positions most important powers.

- Refers bills to committees



-puts motions to a vote
-Names members for conference committees

-3rd in line to the presidency.
-recognizes all speakers
-applies rules.
-rules on points of order
2a. Who becomes the President of the Senate? _Vice President_____ *Currently? _Mike Pence____
b. What is the only real power the President of the Senate has?

Vote to break a tie.
3. What is the other presiding officer of the Senate? __ President Pro Tempore_ *Currently? Chuck Grassley__

b. How is this person selected?

Most senior member of the majority party.
4. What are the most important/powerful positions in the Senate? ______Floor Leaders_______
b. Explain who they are and what they do?
They are the leaders of their party in the senate.

Organize their party in each house. Steer floor action towards their party's benefit. They are the party spokesman in each house. They have a lot of political skill

*Who is the current Senate Majority Leader? _Mitch McConnell__ *Minority Leader_Chuck Schumer_

*Who is the current House Majority Leader?_ Steny Hoyer *Minority Leader_ Kevin McCarthy _

5. What is the Party Caucus? 

A closed meeting of all the members of one party.  They meet to pick leaders and decide what their positions will be on important issues.

6. What important function/role do the Whips play in both the House and the Senate?
Assistant the floor leader. Serve as liaison between floor leader and party members of each house. 
*Current House Majority Whip? ____James Clyburn ______ *Minority Whip_ Steve Scalise______

*Current Senate Majority Whip?____John Thune______ *Minority Whip____Dick Durbin_____
