Running for Political Office

Name____________________
You and a partner will be running to win an election to represent your district in the U.S. House of Representatives. You may choose to run one of two ways: both of you can share the role of the candidate, or one of you can be the candidate, and the other can be the campaign manager. Either way, you will both share in the work. You will select a partner and determine your candidate on April 9. We will work in class April 9-10, 13-14. If you use your time wisely, very little work will need to be done outside of class. This page must be completed and turned in on Wednesday, April 15.  You must also create and record a campaign commercial. Commercials must be turned in before class on April 15. We will watch the commercials in class April 15. There are a number of requirements for this project. Follow the directions below to complete it thoroughly, and be sure to ask questions if you are not certain about any requirement. 
1. You must select a name for your candidate. It must be either one of your names, or a combination of your names.
Your candidate’s name? ____________________________________  Party _____________________    
2. You are representing House District #________ (Think about how many districts Texas has. It must be a real number.)
3a. You will receive a handout with a map of your state. The map shows where certain demographic groups tend to live in your state. Your district must include five of these groups. Each district will have a diverse range of people, but the five groups you circle will be the most prominent and politically active in your district. They should be considered your major constituency, and they will expect you to represent them in Washington, DC. You may engage in Gerrymandering when drawing the district boundaries, but you must follow the rules governing the drawing of districts.  Think this through thoroughly with your partner, and then draw your boundary around five of these groups to form your district. You only need to draw the boundaries for YOUR district, not the entire map.
b. Explain WHY you chose to draw your boundaries to include these groups. This should relate to you as a candidate. Use specifics!
4. Draw squares around the groups in your district whom you believe will provide you with the most campaign contributions. In the space below, explain why you believe each of these groups will be most supportive. 
5.  List each of your constituency groups below and list  at least 5 specific issues that will be important to that group.
____________________-
____________________-
____________________-
___________________-
___________________-
6. Select 3different standing committees, then 3 subcommittees where you feel you could best serve the needs of your constituents. Explain why for each committee. A helpful list can be found at  http://www.house.gov/committees/
_____________________- (



)
     Standing Committee

 Subcommittee
_____________________- (



)
     Standing Committee

Subcommittee
_____________________- (



)
     Standing Committee

Subcommittee
7. List 3 specific special interest groups that might try to influence your decisions on public policy? Explain why for each group by connecting their concerns with your committees. (p. 242 for info, and a list at http://votesmart.org/interest-groups#.VSRoqvnF-So 
___________________________________________:
___________________________________________:

___________________________________________:

8. Develop a slogan for your campaign. Be creative, but select something likely to attract voters!
9. You will need to create a television commercial for your campaign, film it, and turn it in to eBackpack before class April 15. We will watch the commercials in class that day. Your commercial should be at least 30 seconds long, but no more than 1 minute. The commercial should employ the propaganda techniques and structural features of campaign ads discussed in the handouts on my website. The commercial must target your constituents, and should include pictures or video, and some sort of sound, either spoken words and/or music. And the ad must include a statement that you have approved this message.
