The West Wing: The Stackhouse Filibuster

Name__________________

The "West Wing" refers to the White House Staff, located in the West Wing of the White House, who most closely advise the President. These include his Chief of Staff, deputy chiefs of staff, Press Secretary, speech writers, legislative liaisons, etc.  

Background: There are a number of stories in this episode. The main one is the filibuster, which is delaying everyone's vacation plans. The White House Staff worked hard to get this bill, supported by the President, passed. It is a victory for them, and the staff needs to stay for the vote so they can be cheerleaders after it passes, making the President look good. That is very important. 

Another story is about the Vice President Hoynes's willingness to speak out against the oil companies, when he has been supported by them in the past. Some staff members are trying to figure out why. And finally, the staff is trying to locate a gift that was given to the President by the leader of Egypt. It needs to be displayed when the leader comes to visit.

1. What are some of the requirements for a Senator engaging in a filibuster?

He  must continue to talk, remain standing, may not leave to go to the restroom.
2. What is the bill that is being filibustered?

A healthcare bill aimed at helping children.
3. Explain one compromise that was made over the Family Wellness Act.

Children not born in hospitals don't get the mandatory hearing test.
Pregnant women will be given information about adoption as an alternative to abortion.
4. Josh, the legislative affairs director, talks about the Family Wellness Act as a "Christmas Tree Bill." What does that mean? What vocabulary term do we have for these types of amendments to a bill?

It's a bill that has many amendments added to it, like ornaments on a Christmas tree, some that have nothing to do with children's healthcare.
The amendments are called "Riders." Lawmakers agree to them as part of "logrolling"- trading votes for each other's bills.
5. Senator Stackhouse wanted $47 million added to the Family Wellness Act for research of what? 

Autism
6. Stackhouse points out that this bill, which is designed for helping children, already has ridiculous riders added to it for what type of diseases that generally do not affect children?

Alzheimer's, glaucoma, and erectile dysfunction. 
7. Why has Vice President Hoynes suddenly switched his stance on supporting the oil companies?

Because he knows the president may not seek re-election, and he needs to be viewed as not being controlled by the oil companies in order to win a presidential election.
8a. Why is Stackhouse so motivated to filibuster the Family Wellness Act?

His grandson has autism.
b. Why didn't Stackhouse mention this in his meeting with Josh?

He did not want to use his grandson for political gain.
9. Describe the plan the staff comes up with to end the filibuster?

They get a senator to ask Stackhouse if he would yield the floor for a question, so he could hear about a plan to add money to the bill to help autism research.
