Extra Credit Assignment: The State of the Union Address
President Obama will make his annual State of the Union address on Tuesday, February 12. The address will air live on most news channels, and will be available online after the speech is made. The following is a description of the address on Wikipedia.

“The State of the Union is an annual address presented by the President of the Unite States to the United States Congress. The address not only reports on the condition of the nation but also allows the president to outline his legislative agenda and national priorities to Congress. The State of the Union is typically given before a joint session of Congress and is held in the House of Representatives chamber at the U.S. Capitol Building.”
This paper is an optional 30 point major grade and will be due by Monday, February 25. It will be added as an additional major grade assignment. In other words, if you do really well on it, it will be like getting a 100% on a 30 point test. Bonus points can be earned for papers that go above and beyond, or are exceptionally thorough. The paper must be typed.
You need to watch the State of the Union, either live and/or online. You should take notes as the President delivers his address. Then, identify four major issues the President discussed in his speech and do the following.

1. Identify and explain what the issue is. 

2. Explain the President’s view/opinion on the issue.

3. Explain what the President wants to do about the issue and how he plans to do it. USE SPECIFICS!
4. What was audience reaction to each of the above issues?

Each of the items above needs to be very thoroughly explained. It will take multiple paragraphs for each issue.

After you have watched the President’s address and explained the above points, watch the Republican response to the President’s address. This will air immediately after the State of the Union, and can also be viewed online. For two of the issues you chose above, explain the critique given in the rebuttal response. 
1. Who is giving the response? Is there any specific reason why the Republicans chose this person to respond to the President’s address?

2. What specifically did this person say about the President’s points? Did this person agree with any of the President’s plan? What parts did they disagree with? Why? Did they offer any alternatives they felt would be better? Each of these issues will require at least 1 paragraph, if not more.

Feel free to start on this assignment right away, and bring any questions/concerns to me before the end of the week so I can help guide you if necessary.

