Study Guide for Political Parties/Elections Test
Name_______________________

Things to study for this test:

· 5-1 H.O. Parties and What They Do
· Power Point Notes on The Two Party System
· Who Votes and for What Party H.O.

· Party Platform H.O.

· So You Want to Run for President? reading H.O. and Questions.

· The Presidential Electoral System

· Ulbricht for President? H.O.

· Power Point Notes on Who Gets Elected President

· Power Point Notes on sources of Information

· Propaganda Techniques and Worksheet on Propaganda H.O.s

· Structural Features of Political Ads and What’s in an Ad H.O.s

Notice: Not all questions are on this study guide. You will need to read and study all the items above to be fully prepared!

1. What is a political party? How are the American parties different than parties in most other nations?
2. How do our political parties provide a link between the people and their government?
3. What are the two major functions parties play in the American system? 
4. What two objectives do parties have when they shape their positions on issues?

5. Explain how partisanship plays a significant role in the governing of our nation.

6. What is the Party in Power? Explain the important role the party out of power plays.

7a. What is the single biggest reason why we have a two party system in the U.S.? Explain
b. List and explain some of the other reasons why we have a two party system.

8. Be familiar with voter turnout in the U.S., and which groups tend to vote for which parties.
9a. What is a Party Platform?
b. Be familiar with each party’s stance on major issues.

10. What are caucuses and primaries?

11. What are some of the criticisms of the first caucuses and primaries being held in Iowa and New Hampshire?

12. What is “frontloading”, and how could it be a problem?

13a. What are the National Conventions? What occurs there? What effects do they have on the candidates and their campaigns?

b. Why are the conventions not as big of a media and news event as they used to be?

14. Know the vocab terms from the So You Want to Run for President? reading H.O.

15. What qualities and informal qualifications should those wanting to run for president possess? 
16a. What is the Electoral College? Why was it first created? What are some of the criticisms of this system?
b. Explain why it would be difficult to get rid of the Electoral College System.

17. Know the 7 propaganda techniques we studied. You will need to identify certain techniques.
18. Know the Structural techniques used in Campaign TV ads. You will need to identify some of these techniques.

19. Be familiar with the techniques and strategies that campaigns use to win elections. 

