We The People: Lesson One
Why Do We Need Government?

Name_____________________

Problem Solving: Identifying Basic Rights
1. Think of a specific right that you believe all people should have. Why should all people have this right?

2. How do you think this right should be protected? Explain.

Natural Rights
3. List the natural rights.
4. Why are these rights called natural rights?

5. What did John Locke say was the main purpose of government?

6. What is a concern if the government is given too much power in to carry out this purpose?

7a. What is the situation that Locke referred to as a “state of nature”?
b. What was his biggest concern over this state of nature?
8. Read the “Problem Solving box on the top of page 5 and discuss the question. Write notes in the space below.

9. Explain the idea of the social compact, or social contract.

b. Why must the people agree to give up some of their freedom?

