We The People: Lesson One
Why Do We Need Government?

Name_____________________

Problem Solving: Identifying Basic Rights
1. Think of a specific right that you believe all people should have. Why should all people have this right?

Answers will vary.
2. How do you think this right should be protected? Explain.

Answers will vary. But should focus on the idea of laws. 
Natural Rights
3. List the natural rights.
Life- The right to live your live and not have it taken from you without good reason- i.e. death penalty.

Liberty- The right to not have your freedom taken away from you without good reason, like imprisonment for a crime. Discuss how slavery and serfdom would be violations for liberty, and were prevalent at this time.
Property- To own property and not have it taken without good reason. Property is not just land. It's belongings. 
These see so simple today, but they were revolutionary ideas in the 1700s.

4. Why are these rights called natural rights?

All humans are born with these rights. The mere fact that they live and breathe gives them these rights.
5. What did John Locke say was the main purpose of government?

To protect the people's natural rights. Government must have enough power to do this.
6. What is a concern if the government is given too much power in to carry out this purpose?

They might abuse the people's rights, or take them away.
7a. What is the situation that Locke referred to as a “state of nature”?
Where there is no government.

b. What was his biggest concern over this state of nature?
Natural Rights would not be protected. They could be abused by anyone with the power to do so.

8. Read the “Problem Solving box on the top of page 5. Now imagine what things would be like if there were no rules for all of Westlake High School. Brainstorm a list of advantages and disadvantages of such a situation. Think!!!
Advantages:
Advantages: Better learning environment because only those who want to be there are in class. 

Students could choose the classes they like most, and avoid "boring classes." Could leave if not interested, or had something else to do. Etc. etc.

Disadvantages:
Disadvantages: Society may become less advanced due to not staying in school. Fewer inventions, etc.

Very little order. Bad students, or gangs may disrupt school. The strong and or the smart may take over. Perhaps the weak would band together to protect themselves. Maybe hire strong to protect them. 
Essentially, create some sort of government to protect them. That's how first governments formed- to protect the food stores from thieves.
9. Explain the idea of the social compact, or social contract.

Point out that a contract is an agreement between 2 or more parties. In the Social Contract, the people agree to give up some power and freedom to the government in exchange for having their rights protected. Government agrees to not abuse the power they have been given. 
b. Why must the people agree to give up some of their freedom?

Because the government could not exist, or have the power to protect rights without the people giving up a bit. For example, we must agree to follow traffic laws in order for other drivers to be safe.
