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Lasson 14

ehs agreed on the nee&
overmnem But

yernment) 1he problem was to create a
national government that was - g .
» strong enough to protect the nghts S
of the people (especially propcrty
r1ghts) and yet

» notso strong that it would endanger g
thosc rights. B

How should the Constitution be - | :
written to give power to Congress? . = -

The Framers could have Writtenf-"il}ei :
Constitution in general language. James




.Madison argued that the new Congress
“should have all the powers that it had under
the Articles of Confederation. In addition,
'he wanted Congress to make all laws which
‘the state legislatures were unable to make.
He also said Congress should be given the
power tc veto laws made by state legisla-
tures. These recommendations would have
given the national government a large
amount of power over the states and the
people:
Madison.
‘Many of the Framers disagreed with
hml They saw a problem with general lan-
guage in the Constitation. General lan-
guage could be interpreted to give the
government the power to do almost any-
thing it wanted to do. It does not provide a
good way to limit the powers of govern-
ment. They also opposed giving Congress
the power to veto laws made by state legis-
latures. Under British rule, royal governors
- and Parliament had vetoed acts of the
colonial legislatures. The Framers did not
want {o give this power to Congress.

One alternative was 1o use very specific
* language in the Constitution. This would
be to write down exactly what the Congress
could and could not do. The problem with
such specific language was that it might
leave outimportant powers needed by Con-
gress to deal with unforeseen sitnations.

The Framers’ sclution was to use both
general and specific language. The Con-
stitution would give specific powers to Con-
gress and place limitations on these powers,
It would also include two general clauses
which would give Congress the power to
deal with unexpected situations.

Some delegates agreed with .
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Specific powers of Congress

Article T deals with the powers of Con-
gress. It takes up more than half the Con-

‘stitution —which shows how nnportan‘t it

was to the Framers, Article L, section 8 in-
cludes seventeen specific, or emumerated
powers. Some of these powers are the right.
of Congress:
s to impose and collect taxes and
duties
e 10 borrow money

‘e 1o regulate commerce with foreign
nations and among the states

s t0 coin money {create a national
currency) :

e 1o establish post offices

o to declare war and 1o raise an a&my
and navy

General powers of Congress

Article I, section § also includes two im-
portant general statements of power given
10 Congress. These give Congress the
power 1o

s "... provide for the common

defense and general welfare of the
United States....", and

o make all laws which shall be "meces-
sary and proper” for carrying out
the other powers that have been
given to Congress. For example,
the Constitution gives Congress the
power to maintain an army and
navy. The pecessary and proper
clause gives it the power to pass
those laws that are necessary to do
this. These might include the
power to pass laws requiring
citizens to serve in the armed
forces.




What does Article [ do?

icle I strengthened the powers of Con-
gress) If you review Article 1 you will gee it
tists the powers of Congress and limjis on
those gowers. In this way, the Frameys tried
to balathce the need for a strong govérnment
with thelneed to limit its powers. Thgse limits
were inciuded to make sure that thie govern-
ment did ot become a threat to the people’s
rights.

Article [, section 9 limits /the power of
Congress. 1 lists things Congress cannot do.
Forexample, Congress is not gllowed tocreate
aclass of noblgs. Members ¢f the governiment
cannot accept Yitles of nobility from foreign
governments. 'Rhis shows'how important the
Framérs thought\it was fof republican goverit-
ment to treat all ditizens/equally.

Axticle I, section 10 limits the powers of
state governmenis.\It fists things state govern-
ments cannot do. example, states cannot
tax the import or exgort of goods. They can-
not declare and ¢ out a war. This section
increased the power §f the national govern-
ment in relation i the \late governments.
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